Borouob  of  Sbrewsburi^. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1920. 


H.  GORDON  SMITH,  M.B.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 


SHREWSBURY : 

UivESEY  UiMiTED,  St.  John’s  Hiee. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30085950 


3 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT,  1920. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer : 

H.  Gordon  Smith,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Bond.),  M.R.C.S.,  B.R.C.P., 
D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors : 

Chief. — ^Thomas  SpKakr,  Cert.R.San.I. 

W.  H.  PuRSTOW,  Cert.R.San.I. 

School  Nurse : 

Miss  Jankt  Arnott. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  Ftorenck  B.  Bre^tt. 

Miss  Bucy  I.  Jksper. 
aMiss  Audrey  Raven. 

Clerks : 

Chief. — ^B.  WiEKiNSON. 

T.  Bueeock. 

G.  Nichoeas. 

Miss  Bieian  B.  Bewis. 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Inspector  of  Meat : 

*Frank  Farreee. 

Foods  and  Drugs  Inspector : 

WiEEiAM  C.  Heas  (On  Military  Service). 

WiEEiAM  H.  Stead  (Temporary  Inspector). 

Matron,  Borough  Isolation  Hospital : 

Miss  Annie  Maney. 

Public  Analyst : 

A.  Bostock  Hide,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  F.I.C. 


^Qualified  Meat  Inspectors. 
(^Commenced  duty  1st  January,  1921, 


4 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1920. 


Area  of  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres  ...  3,470 

Population  (Census,  1911)  ...  ...  ...  29,389 

Population,  1920  (estimated  by  Registrar  General)  : 

For  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  31,268 

For  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  30,964 

Inhabited  Houses  (Census,  1911)  ...  ...  6,612 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  748 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  ...  ...  23.9 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  374 

Death-rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  11.3 

Infantile  Mortality,  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  65.5 

Phthisis  death-rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  0.58 

Death-rate  from  all  tuberculous  diseases  (including 

phthisis)  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  0.77 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  £172,749 

Net  proceeds  of  a  Penny  j  ate  ...  ...  ..  £630 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 


“  The  Borough  comprises  3,470  acres,  forming  an  area  nearly 
equal  in  length  and  breadth,  and  roughly  quadrangular.  This 
area  lies  in  the  valle}^  of  the  Severn,  having  a  gradual  fall  to  the 
river,  and  varying  in  elevation  from  150  feet  to  260  feet  above 
sea  level.  The  geological  formation  is  varied,  the  Permian  red 
sandstone  occnrring  in  a  band  across  the  centre,  with  the  Brmter 
beds  of  the  New  Red  Sandstone  to  the  north,  and  the  coal  measures 
to  the  south.  The  actual  subsoil  is,  however,  mainly  river  drift, 
of  varying  and  generally  considerable  thickness.  In  places  stiff 
clay,  but  generally  sandy  and  dry  in  the  npper  part,  with  clay 
under-lying  at  greater  or  less  depth.  The  contour  offers  good 
natural  drainage  to  the  Severn,  which  owing  to  its  devious  course, 
flows  over  a  length  of  some  eight  miles  either  through  or  along  the 
borders  of  the  district." 

“The  chmate  of  Shrewsbury  is  mild  and  possesses  the 
characteristics  of  a  valley  climate.  The  open  nature  of  the  valley 
and  the  varied  contours  of  the  town,  together  with  the  course  and 
movement  of  the  Severn  through  and  around  the  town,  prevent 
stagnation  of  the  air  ;  and  river  fogs,  even  in  the  low  lying  parts 
of  the  town,  are  neither  so  freqnent  nor  so  common  as  might  be 
expected." 

“  The  old  town  of  Shrewsbury  stands  on  two  hills  of  generally 
moderate  ascent,  but  steep  in  parts.  It  is  nearly  surrounded  by 
the  river,  which  here  makes  a  horse-shoe  curve  some  two  miles 
round  with  a  width  across  the  neck  of  about  400  yards. 

“  The  enclosed  part  is  most  densely  built  on.  Of  the  various 
suburbs  across  the  river,  Frankwell  forms  an  old  settlement  on 
the  North-West  with  modern  extensions  chiefly  of  villa  residences, 
along  the  main  roads  radiating  from  it ;  Kingsland  is  a  modem 
residential  suburb  to  the  South-West  ;  Coleham  an  old  settlement 
to  the  South-East,  with  Belle  Vue,  a  modem  extension  adjoining  ; 
Abbey  Foregate,  old  near  the  river,  modern  and  residential  farther 
out.  lies  to  the  East." 

“  To  the  North-East,  on  the  low  lying  ground  ontside  the 
neck  of  the  peninsula  is  the  considerable  district  of  Castle  Fields, 
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built  over  for  the  most  part  some  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  and 
forming  an  artisan  residential  quarter.” 

Shrewsbury  is  a  market  and  industrial  town  ;  most  of  the 
industries  are  connected  with  agriculture,  such  as  those  of  implement 
making.  There  is  also  a  tobacco  factor}^  and,  just  outside  the 
Borough,  are  the  works  of  the  Sentinel  Steam  Wagon  Company. 

Until  recently,  many  of  the  employees  of  the  last-named 
works  have  been  resident  in  the  town  and  have  added  appreciably 
to  the  overcrowding. 

Apart  from  clerks,  women  are  only  employed  in  the  Borough 
to  any  extent  at  the  tobacco  factory. 

Finally,  Shrewsbury  is  an  important  railway  junction,  and 
accommodates  a  considerable  number  of  railway  employees  and 
their  families. 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year,  records  of  which  have  been  kindly 
supplied  by  Dr.  Gepp,  was  28.64  inches. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  fall  in  each  month,  with  the 
number  of  days  on  which  0.01,  or  more,  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell,  the 
greatest  rainfall  on  any  day,  and  the  date  of  the  highest  daiU 
rainfall  in  each  month  ; — 


Total  fall 

No. of  days 
.01  or  more 

• 

Greatest 

Date  of 

in  inches. 

of  rain. 

fall. 

greatest  fall 

J  anuary 

...  2.98 

21 

.94 

28 

F  ebruary 

...  2.22 

11 

1.45 

19 

March 

...  2.45 

20 

.53 

14 

April 

..  3.41 

27 

.58 

9 

May 

..  2.30 

16 

.70 

29 

June 

...  2.39 

17 

.72 

12 

July 

...  4.28 

23 

1.16 

3 

August 

0.85 

9 

.29 

4 

September 

...  2.23 

13 

.50 

14 

October 

...  2.78 

10 

.70 

16 

November 

...  0.75 

7 

.18 

30 

December 

...  2.00 

14 

.42 

29 

Total 

...  28.64 

188 

* 

•  •  • 

— 

— 
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Below  is  recorded  the 

yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  six  years  : — 

1915 

28.25  inches 

1916 

...  23.18  „ 

1917 

...  24.27  „ 

1918 

...  24.74  ,, 

1919 

...  24.68  ,, 

1920 

...  28.64  „ 

Population. 

The  following  Census  figures  show  the 

increase  of  population 

successive  decades  : — 

Year. 

Population. 

Increase. 

1841 

18,285 

— 

1861 

22,025 

3740 

1871 

23,406 

1381 

1881 

26,478 

’  3072 

1891 

26,967 

489 

1901 

28,395 

1428 

1911 

29,389 

994 

The  population  of  the  Borough  for  the  middle  of  1920,  estim 
ated  by  the  Registrar  General’s  method,  was  31,268,  an  increase 
of  250  over  the  previous  year. 

This  estimate  is  probably  a  low  one,  as  there  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  influx  into  the  town  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population  as  represented  by  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  410. 

The  following  table  from  the  Census  Report  for  1911  indicates 
approximately  the  distribution  of  the  population  in  the  Wards  in 
the  Borough.  (The  area  of  the  Borough,  excluding  water,  extends 
to  3470  acres). 
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Ward. 
Abbey 
Belle  Vue  ... 
Castle 

Castle  Fields 
Coton  Hill 
Ditlierington 
Kingsland  and 


Families  or 
Separate  Occupiers. 


Males. 


Females. 


..  1158 

826 

..  282 
871 
..  738 

..  579 


2200 

1659 

577 

1946 

1^26 

1282 


2664 

1913 

805 

1982 

1775 

1232 


ColehaiT) 

Quarry 

Stone 

Welsh 


459 

453 

395 

851 


953 

1041 

735 


1959 


1186 

1148 

1019 

1887 


Overcrowding  prevails  in  most  of  the  wards,  and  it  is  only 
possible  to  guess  at  the  density  of  the  population  at  the  present 
time.  The  number  of  occupiers  in  each  house  doubtless  far  exceeds 
the  figure  of  4.4,  which  was  the  average  number  per  house  during 


1911. 


Poor  Law  Relief  and  other  forms  of  Relief. — The  amount  of 
Outdoor  Relief  given  in  Shrewsbury  for  1920  was  £1,493  19s.  6d. 

Medical  and  surgical  treatment  is  provided  at  the  Royal 
Salop  Infirmary  and  the  Shropshire  Eye,  Ear  &  Throat  Hospital. 
At  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  during  the  year  Midsummer,  1919 — 
Midsummier,  1920 — 479  in-patients  and  1,780  out-patiemts  received 
treatment,  together  with  288  general  cases. 

The  local  branch  of  the  Victoria  District  Nursing  Association 
which  employs  seven  nurses  (three  on  general  and  four  on  maternity 
work),  had  the  fo lowing  cases  on  its  books  during  1920  : — 


Medical 

Surgical 

Maternity 

Midwifery 


211 

201 

121 

307 


During  the  year  under  review,  the  Shrewsbury  branch  of  the 
Charity  Organisation  Society  gave  20  “  recommends  ”  for  the 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary  and  15  for  the  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hos¬ 
pital  ;  33  persons  were  sent  away  to  various  convalescent  homes, 
etc.,  and  help  was  given,  by  various  means,  to  42  other  applicants. 

The  Shrewsbury  Dispensary  is  an  institution  which  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  voluntary  contributions.  It  provides  medical  attendance 
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for  families  of  the  working  classes  in  return  for  a  small  weekly 
subscription. 

There  is  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  which  is  maintained  by  the 
County  Authority,  to  which  patients  can  be  sent  by  their  private 
doctor  for  diagnosis  and  treatment.  Any  person  who  is  anxious 
to  receive  an  expert  opinion  about  himself  will  be  examined  at  the 
dispensary  without  having  been  sent  there  by  a  doctor. 

A  clinic  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease, 
under  the  control  of  the  Salop  County  Council,  is  held  on  three 
afternoons  per  week,  two  of  these  afternoons  being  devoted  to  men 
and  one  to  women. 

The  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  which  has  recently 
been  removed  from  Baschurch  to  Oswestry,  is  extensively  utilised 
by  the  adults  and  children  of  the  Borough.  The  hospital  occupies 
very  commodious  premises  (formerly  the  site  of  Park  Hall  Military 
Hospital)  and  promises  to  fill  a  much  needed  want  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  those  physically  defective. 


The  following  table  gives  the  Birth  Rates  of  Shrewsbury 
compared  with  England  and  Wales,  since  1890  : — 


Year. 

Birth  Rates. 

Shrewsbury. 

England  &  Wales. 

1890—99 

26.9 

30.0 

1900—09 

24.3 

31.4 

1910 

21.8 

24.8 

1911 

21.8 

24.4 

1912 

22.5 

23.8 

1913 

20.7 

23.9 

1914 

20.8 

23.6 

,  1915 

19.9 

21.8 

1916 

19.4 

21.6 

1917 

15.4 

17.8 

1918 

17.4 

17.7 

1919 

18.2 

18.5 

1920 

23.9 

25.4 
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In  the  following  table  are  represented  the  illegitimate  birth¬ 
rates  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 

Total  illegitimate  Percentage  of  total  Rate  per  1,000 


Year. 

births. 

births. 

of  population. 

1911 

32 

4.9 

1.1 

1912 

45 

6.7 

1.5 

1913 

48 

7.8 

1.6 

1914 

45 

7.2 

1.5 

1915 

30 

5.0 

1.0 

1916 

29 

4.9 

1.0 

1917 

43 

9.0 

1.6 

1918 

49 

9.0 

1.8 

1919 

50 

8.9 

1.7 

1920 

49 

6.5 

1.5 

The  distribution  of  the  births  in  the  various  districts  is  indicated 


in  the  following  table  : — 


Whole 

Borough. 

Quarry, 
Stone  & 
Castle 
Wards. 

Welsh 

Ward. 

Abbey, 
Belle  Vue 
Kingsland 
and 

Coleham 

Coton  Hill 
Castle  F'ds 
&  Dither- 
ington 
Wards. 

Males  . 

395 

71 

55 

144 

125 

Females  . 

381 

74 

44 

126 

137 

Total  . . 

776 

145 

99 

270 

262 

The  manner  in  which  the  notifications  of  births  were  made  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Doctor. 

Midwife 
or  Nurse. 

Doctor  & 

Midwife. 

Parent. 

Registrar. 

Total. 

44 

568 

133 

23 

8 

776 

Male  395 
Female  381 

-  776 


Still-births  26. 


f 


I 


w 

k 


I 


f 

J 

s. 


j 
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V  < 


> 
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1 


4* " 


i 


■/  . 


y 
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-  <» 


#  * 


England  &  Wales 
S  H  R  E  WSBURY _ 
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The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  for  Shrewsbury 
compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  : — • 

{ 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  80 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  85 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  80 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  65.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates,  1891-1920. 

Shrewsbury.  Engeand  &  Wares. 
1891—95  149  151 

1896—00  144  156 

1901—05  128  138 

1906—10  115  117 

1911—15  84  110 

1916  85  91 

1917  57  97 

1918  72  97 

1919  79  89 

1920  65  80 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  causes  of  death  among 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  for  the  year  1920  : — 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  ...  ...  6 

Premature  Birth  ...  6 

Congenital  Defects  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation  ...  — 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  ...  7 

Tuberculous  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  — 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Common  Infectious  Diseases  ...  2 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  46 
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Deaths. 

During  the  year  there  were  405  deaths  registered  as  occurring 
in  the  Borough.  Of  these,  81  were  non-residents  ”  in  the  district 
which  number  must  be  subtracted  from  the  figure  405.  There  were 
50  deaths  of  residents  ''  dying  outside  the  Borough,  which  must 
be  added,  giving  a  total  of  374  deaths  assignable  to  the  Borough. 


Total  deaths  registered  in  Shrewsbury  . . .  405 

Total  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the 

district  ...  ...  ...  102 

Deaths  of  non-residents  ’’  registered  in 

the  district  ...  ...  ...  81 

Deaths  of  “  residents  ”  in  Public  Institu¬ 
tions  outside  the  district 

Workhouses,  ...  16 

Bicton  Asylum  ...  6 


Other  deaths  of  “  residents  outside  the 

district  ...  ...  ...  18 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough  374 

Taking  30, £64  as  the  population  for  purposes  of  death-rate, 
this  number,  374,  gives  a  crude  death-rate  of  12.1,  and  a  standardized 
rate  of  11.3  per  1,000  persons  living. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  population,  number  of  deaths, 
and  death-rate  for  each  of  the  previous  ten  years  compared  with 
the  year  1920  : — 


Year. 

Population. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

1 

Death-rate.  \ 

\ 

1911 

29,414 

408 

13.8 

1912 

29,521 

407 

13.7 

1913 

29,627 

391 

13.1 

1914 

29,735 

428 

14.4 

1915 

29,736 

447 

14.6 

1916 

27,756 

402 

13.6  I 

1 

1917 

27,386 

385 

i 

13.2  1 

1918 

27,708 

486 

16.3  I 

1 

1919 

29,778 

455 

14.3  1 

1 

1920 

31,268 

374 

1 

11.3  j 
1 

Death-rate  (standardized)  Shrewsbury  ...  ...  11.3 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ...  12.4 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns  ...  12.5 

,,  ,,  148  Smaller  Towns  ...  11.3 
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Inquests. — The  inquests  held  in  the  Borough  numbered  14. 


The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age  : —  No.  of  Deaths. 

Natural  Causes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Under  5  years  and  over  1  : — 

Pulmonary  haemorrhage  consequent  upon 

accidental  burns  ...  ...  1 

Over  5  years  of  age  : — 

Suicide  by  drowning  ...  ...  2 

Shock  consequent  upon  accidental  burns...  1 
Suicide  by  hanging  ...  ...  1 

Found  drowned  ...  ...  ...  1 

Injuries  accidentally  received  ...  2 

Accidentally  drowned  ...  ...  1 

Heart  failure  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accidentally  shot  ...  ...  1 

» 

Uncertified  Deaths. — Eleven  deaths  were  uncertified,  as 
follows  : — 

No.  of  deaths.  Ages. 

Convulsions  ...  2  10  and  19  days. 

Heart  failure  ...  6  67,  67,  64,  68,  48,  71. 

Natural  causes  ...  2  65,  75. 

Bronchial  asthma  ...  1  55. 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1920 
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Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 

THE  DiSTMcrr. 

At  all  Ages.  j 

Rate. 

13 

14.4 

15.6 

13.6 

13.2 

16.3 

14.3 

11.3  1 

Nuniber. 

12 

423 

447 

i 

1 

402 

385 

486 

455 

374 

Under  1  Year  of  Age. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Nett 
Births. 

11 

104 

71 

85 

57 

72.1 

79.6 

65.5 

Number. 

10 

65 

42 

1 

50 

27 

39 

45 

46 

Transferable  I 

Deaths. 

of  Resi¬ 
dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

9 

67 

72 

46 

50 

of  Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

8 

92 

65 

1 

1 

75  i 

i 

GC 

Total  Deaths 

District. 

Rate. 

7 

15.2 

15.4 

1 

15.3 

13.0 

Number. 

6 

453 

440 

484 

23.9  \  405 

Births. 

Nett. 

Rate. 

5 

20.8 

19.9 

19.4 

15.4 

17.4 

18.2 

1  ! 

Number. 

4 

620 

591 

586 

471 

541 

563 

778 

Un¬ 

corrected 

Number. 

3 

609 

584 

649 

473 

555 

598 

776  1 

Population 
(estimated) 
each  year. 

2 

29735 

28575 

Birth  Death 
Rate  Rate 

30200  27756 

30528  27386 

31046  27708 

31018  29778 

Th 

CO 

Oi 

o 

CO 

00 

CO 

CO 

Year. 

1 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1  1920 

Tabi,e  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1920. 
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Tabi,e  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the 

Year  1920. 


C( 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 

TotalDeaths 

WHETHER  OF 

“Residents” 

Causes  of  Death. 

m 

« 

i-l 

iJ 

< 

Under 

1  year. 

1  &  under 

2  years. 

2  &  under 

5  years. 

5  &  under 

15  years. 

1  15  &  under  ^ 

25  years. 

1  25  &  under 

45  years. 

45 &  under 

65  years. 

65  and 

upwards. 

OR  “  Non- 

Residents‘’in 

Institutions 

IN  THE 

District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

.  11  ( Certified  I 

366 

49 

4 

12 

16 

20 

42 

98 

125 

All  causes  .  ^  Uncertified  j 

8 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

3 

5 

9  9  9 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

9  ■  « 

•  9  9 

Small- Pox  ... 

«  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

9*9 

9  9  9 

Measles 

4 

2 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  •  • 

9  9  9 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

•  •  • 

i 

1 

9  •  . 

3 

Influenza 

11 

9  *  • 

9  •  • 

6 

5 

9  9  9 

Erysipelas 

1 

•  .  * 

«  »  • 

9  •  • 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

16 

'  1 

2 

5 

2 

5 

1 

5 

T uberculous  Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

•  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

1 

,  ,  , 

9  •  • 

9  9  9 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . . . 

53 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

1 

4 

23 

25 

23 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

Meningitis 

4 

«  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

43 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

27 

17 

Bronchitis 

30 

3 

1 

9  9  9 

1 

1 

8 

16 

9  9  9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

22 

6 

2 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

3 

5 

6 

7 

Other  disease  of  Respira¬ 
tory  organs 

2 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

6 

5 

9  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

9  9  9 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis  . . . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  Fiver  ... 

3 

*  t  • 

9  9  9 

1 

2 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Alcoholism  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

9  »  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s* 
Disease 

10 

9  •  • 

1 

5 

3 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

i 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

9  9  9 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

Other  accidents  &  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par¬ 
turition 

1 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

24 

24 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

3 

9  9  9 

1 

2 

9  9  9 

3 

Suicide 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

115 

13 

*  •  • 

»  •  • 

3 

2 

8 

22 

67 

29 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known 

8 

1 

. . . 

•  .  . 

9  9  9 

... 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Totals  ... 

374 

58 

4 

8 

12 

14 

34 

89 

155 

108 
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Tabi,e  IV. — Infant  Mortality  during  the  year  1920. 

Net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  of 
age 


Cause  of  Death, 

Under  1  week. 

]-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

tn 

<u 

<v 

CO 

Total  under  1 

4  weeks.  | 

1  4  weeks  and 

1  under  3  months 

3  months  and 
imder  6  months. 

6  months  and  | 

tmder  9  months  | 

9  months  and 

tmder  12  months 

Total  Deaths  I 

under  1  year.  j 

Small-pox 

_ 

Chicken-pox 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping-Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ - - 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous)  ... 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Laryngitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

Bronchitis 

• — 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

6 

Enteritis 

• — 

— 

— 

Gastritis 

— 

— 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rickets  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

— 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

— 

— 

— 

—  ‘ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

— 

Injury  at  Birth... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i\,telectasis 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

• — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Premature  Birth 

4 

— 

1 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Atroph}^  Debility  &  Marasmus 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

Influenza... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

- — 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

Burning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Other  Causes 

2 

] 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Totads 

6 

1 

5 

3 

9 

23 

6 

12 

3 

1  2 

46 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

In  the  Borough  there  is  a  dual  system  of  water  supply.  The 
drinking  water,  or  conduit  ”  water,  as  it  is  locally  termed,  is 
supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes  in  the  streets. 

Its  gathering  grounds  appear  to  be  extensive,  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  there  would  be  enough  to  provide  for  all  purposes. 

There  is  one  drawback  in  connection  with  the  conduit  water 
and  that  is  with,  regard  to  the  conditions  of  storage  in  the  houses  ; 
it  is  frequently  collected  in  vessels  of  doubtful  cleanliness  and  kept 
often  for  twenty-four  hours  uncovered  and  exposed  to  the  general 
atmosphere.  In  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  such  methods 
are  unsatisfactory,  possibly  dangerous,  as  the  purest  of  waters  may 
by  this  means  become  appreciably  contaminated. 

An  analysis  of  this  water,  as  shewn  in  the  following  table, 
proves  that  it  is  of  exceptional  purity. 

Analysis  of  Drinking  Water. 

Taken  from  conduit  stand  pipe. 

General  properties. — Clear. 

Colour. — None. 

Odour. — None. 

Hardness  (Temporary  17.5  ,  Permanent  6.0  ),  Total  23.5  . 
Results  of  Analysis  expressed  as  Parts  per  100,000. 


Solids  in  solution  dried  at  100^^ 

•  •  • 

42 . 142 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  in  the  cold 

.007 

Saline  Ammonia 

•  •  • 

.0028 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

•  •  • 

.0071 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

«  •  « 

.64 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

«  •  • 

2.2 

Foreign  or  Poisonous  Metals 

•  •  * 

None. 

The  second  supply  is  derived  from  the  River  Severn.  It  is 
pumped  through  Belks  Pressure  Filters  and  then  treated  with 
“  Chloros  ”  to  the  extent  of  .5  parts  per  million. 
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After  filtration  and  chlorination,  the  water  is  pumped  to  a 
reservoir  which  supplies  the  town  for  general  purposes. 

This  treatment  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  the  accompany¬ 
ing  table  shows  the  results  of  bacteriological  analysis  before  and 
after  treatment. 


Date  of  collection  :  21  December,  1920. 
Quantity  of  water  used  in  each  case  :  1  c.c 


Culture 

Medium. 

Description  of 
Water. 

No.  of  Colonies  at  end  of 

24  hours 

48  hours 

72  hours 

Agar 

River,  before  filtra- 

26 

64 

no 

tion 

MacConkey 

Ditto 

1  red 

3  reds 

14  reds 

3  whites 

3  whites 

Agar 

River,  after  filtration 

20 

40 

50 

MacConkey 

Ditto 

0 

2  reds 

2  reds 

Agar 

River  with  Chloros 

added 

3 

6 

12 

MacConkey 

Ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Agar 

Tap 

1 

3 

4 

MacConkey 

Ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Agar 

Conduit 

0 

0 

4 

MacConkey 

Ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Agar 

Control 

0 

0 

0 

MacConkey 

Ditto 

0 

0 

0 

Many  people,  probably  through  ignorance  or  laziness,  are 
accustomed  to  drinking  the  river  water,  and  it  is  therefore  gratifying 
to  know  that  this  water,  after  treatment,  is  of  such  a  high  bacterial 
standard. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  two  areas,  viz.,  at  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Underdale  Road,  all  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  with 
the  main  sewer.  In  the  former  locality,  where  there  are  seven 
houses,  earth  closets  are  provided  ;  in  the  latter,  where  there  are 
fifteen  houses,  a  small  system  is  in  existence,  consisting  of  a  septic 
tank  and  filter  bed. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  treatment  of  the  sewage. 
The  only  chemical  added  is  lime  and  the  sewage,  after  sedimentation, 
is  distributed  by  filtration  to  the  adjoining  land. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  continuous  pollution  of  the  River 
Severn  or  its  tributaries,  the  Rea  Brook  or  the  Bagley  Brook. 

No  sewage  is  known  to  be  discharged  into  the  river  other  than 
the  purified  effluent  from  the  Corporation  Sewage  Works,  which 
has  an  outlet  into  the  river  two  miles  below  the  town. 

Occasionally  small  quantities  of  oil  or  other  waste  matters  have 
been  detected  in  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  certain  factories, 
but  these  have  all  been  warned,  and  the  contamination,  if  it  exists, 
is  now  slight. 

Summary  of  Work  Done  during  the  year  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made  in  connection 


with  all  branches  of  their  work  ...  ...  7212 

Informal  Notices  served  (verbal  or  written)  ...  530 

Legal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  37 

Proceedings  before  Justices  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  354 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  •  370 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 


It  will  be  noticed  that  many  notices,  both  formal  and  informal, 
have  not  been  complied  with. 
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In  several  instances  facts  have  come  to  light  which  have  caused 
the  Public  Health  Committee  to  modify  or  postpone  their  require¬ 
ments.  A  considerable  amount  of  sympathy  is  felt  by  everybody 
(including  the  Magistrates)  for  owners  of  property,  and  it  is  found, 
as  a  matter  of  practice,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deal  with  most  of 
the  houses  for  the  working  classes  until  a  certain  amount  of  dis¬ 
cussion  has  taken  place  with  the  owners. 

The  cost  of  alterations  is  so  high  that  it  is  obviously  a  great 
hardship  to  many  owners,  who  derive  their  main  income  from 
property,  to  enforce  notices  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law. 
Nevertheless,  distinct  progress  has  been  made,  and  many  houses  of 
an  insanitary  nature  have  been  converted  during  the  year  into 
useful  dwellings. 

Shrewsbury,  like  other  old  towns  in  England  and  Wales, 
possesses  courts  and  houses  which  are  very  interesting  from  an 
antiquarian’s  point  of  view,  but  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with  by 
a  public  health  official. 

From  time  to  time  there  are  discovered  relics*  in  connection 
with  drains  and  other  sanitary  matters  which  can  only  be  dealt 
with  at  a  great  expense.  Some  of  the  houses  are  centuries  old 
and  arranged  closely  together  in  a  manner  which  appealed  to  our 
ancestors,  but  does  not  conform  to  the  ideas  of  the  modern  exponent 
of  hygiene  ;  one  is  loath  to  recommend  demolition  of  such  buildings, 
but  it  is  frequently  a  very  great  difficulty  to  know  how  to  deal 
with  them  otherwise. 

In  four  cases  magisterial  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

1.  — A  keeper  of  a  common  lodging  house  was  summoned  for 
letting  a  room  to  a  man  and  his  wife,  the  house  not  being  registered 
for  the  accommodation  of  females.  The  Magistrates  dismissed  the 
case,  the  defendant  paying  the  costs. 

2.  — A  dealer  in  rags  and  bones  was  proceeded  against  for  using 
premises  which  had  not  been  registered  for  the  purpose.  The 
Magistrates  dismissed  the  case  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  defendant  had  dealt  with  bones  on  the  premises,  as 
well  as  rags. 
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3.  — The  owner  of  a  house  was  prosecuted  for  failing  to  comply 
with  a  notice  to  abate  a  nuisance  caused  by  a  defective  water  closet. 
The  defendant  having  carried  out  the  necessary  work  after  the 
summons  had  been  served,  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case, 
the  defendant  to  pay  the  costs. 

4.  — A  butcher  was  prosecuted  for  having  in  his  possession 
a  heifer  which  was  seized  in  the  Smithfield  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  diseased  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man. 
The  animal  was  condemned  by  a  Justice  and  slaughtered  at  the 
Public  Abattoir,  where  it  was  shown  to  be  affected  with  Johne’s 
disease. 

The  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case,  having  ragard  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  defendant  that  he  did  not  know  the  heifer 
was  diseased,  and  that  he  was  going  to  use  it  as  a  store  animal 
and  did  not  intend  to  use  it  immediately  for  the  food  of  man. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  etc. 

The  following  tables  show  the  extent  of  the  work  done  with 
respect  to  Factories  and  Workshops  : — 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
peaces,  including  inspections  made  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

FACTORIES 

(including  Factory  Taundries) 

145 

7 

Nil. 

WORKSHOPS 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

159 

20 

Nil. 

WORKPEACES 

34 

— ■ 

Nil. 

Total 

338 

27 

Nil. 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work¬ 
places: — 


• 

Number 

Defects 

of 

. 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

H.M.  Inspector 

Number  of 

Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 
Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

1 

41  ; 

41 

Want  of  V entilation  . . . 

«  •  •  •  «  • 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

...  ... 

-  ! 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

15 

15 

• — ■ 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

f  insufficient 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation  < 

unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

10 

10 

not  separate  for 
,  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act : — 

(  Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse 

1  (S.  101) 

j  Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  requirements  for 
Bakehouses  (S.S.  97 — 100)  ... 

7 

7 

j 

Other  Offences 

...  .  .  . 

4 

4 

i 

— 

■ — 

Total 

77 

77 

— 

■ — • 
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8. — Home  Work. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 


Sending 

5  twice  a 

year. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

ft 

Contrac¬ 

tors. 

Work¬ 
men  . 

Wearing  apparel 
(1)  Making 

8 

18 

(2)  Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

— 

— 

Nets  other  than  wire  nets 

— ■ 

- — - 

- — - 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

9 

— ■ 

19 

There  were  no  failures  to  send  lists  of  outworkers  nor  were 
there  any  infringements  of  the  Act. 

4. — ^The  Registered  Workshops  in  the  District  are  as 
Foeeows  : — 


Bakehouses 

11 

Dressmakers 

11 

Brewers 

14 

Cabinet  Makers 

10 

Milliners  ... 

17 

Tailors 

22 

Sundry  trades 

128 

Domestic  workshops  ... 

35 

248 
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5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  P'actories 

nil 

Failure  to  fix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (s.  133)  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

nil 

Action  taken  in  matters 

/  NotifiedbyH.M.Inspectoi 

3 

referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spector  as  remediable 
under  the  PubHc  / 

Health  Acts,  but  not 

under  the  Factory  and 

Reports  (of  action  taken^ 

Workshop  Acts  (s.  5) 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s. 

101) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

uil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

nil 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  17  registered  Offensive  Trades  in  the  Borough, 
viz.  : — 


Fish  Friers  ...  ...  7 

.  Dealers  in  Rags  and  Bones  ...  3 

Tripe  Boilers  and  Gut  Scrapers  2 

Fat  Melters  and  Candle  Makers  2 

Fellmongers  ....  ...  1 

Tanners  ...  ...  1 

Currier  and  Feather  Dressers  1 
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Canal  Boats  Acts. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  the  year  was  12. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations  or 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

No  boats  are  registered  in  the  Borough. 


Shops  Acts  and  Rag  and  Flock  Act. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  above  Acts  during 
the  year. 


Infectious  Disease. 


Visits  made  by  the  Inspectors  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  infectious 
disease  : — 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ... 
Disinfection  carried  out  after  : 


Tuberculosis 

30 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

Diphtheria 

29 

Measles 

87 

Other  diseases 

37 

Total 

204 

67 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

All  of  the  milk  which  is  retailed  in  the  town  is  produced  at 
farms  in  the  borough  or  at  farms  just  outside.  Chemically  it 
appears  to  be  of  very  good  quality  and,  although  complaints  are, 
from  time  to  time,  submitted  by  various  people  that  the  milk 
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sold  to  them  is  dirty,  it  has  been  difficult  so  far  to  find  any  sample 
in  which  dirt  was  present  to  an  abnormal  amount. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  chemical  analyses  that  are  regularly 
undertaken  by  Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  samples  have  been  submitted  to 
him  with  the  request  that  he  should  report  on  the  amount  of  dirt 
present.  Reports  were  received  from  him  to  the  effect  that  the 
samples  submitted  were  distinctly  above  the  average  with  regard 
to  the  amount  of  dirt  they  contained. 

Complaints  are  also  received  as  to  the  bad  keeping  qualities  of 
much  of  the  milk  which  is  retailed  in  the  town.  It  appears  to  be  the 
practice  of  most  of  the  retailers  to  distribute  milk  once  only  during 
the  twenty-four  hours. 

In  many  of  the  working-class  houses  the  storage  provided  for 
milk  and  other  foods  that  easily  decompose  is  very  unsatisfactory  ; 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  frequently  requesting  owners  to  provide 
larders  with  provision  for  suitable  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  in 
many  of  the  old  houses  this  is  not  always  an  easy  matter. 

At  the  Welfare  Clinic  mothers  with  young  children  are  con¬ 
stantly  impressed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health 
Visitors  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  milk  in  a  cool  and  clean 
place,  and  with  the  desirability  of  sterilising  it,  more  particularly 
in  the  warm  weather.  Most  mothers  now  appear  to  realise  ths 
importance  of  thus  safeguarding  their  milk  supply,  but  it  is  to  be 
deplored  that  farmers  in  general  will  not  attempt  to  produce  and 
distribute  their  milk  according  to  the  most  up-to-date  hygienic 
requirements. 

There  is  one  practice  in  the  town  which  is  not  a  very  desirable 
one  :  that  of  milk  retailers  selling  milk  to  one  another  in  the  streets. 
Ihis  is  a  very  common  custom,  and  in  the  summer  months,  when 
dust  is  prevalent,  obviously  an  umfesirable  one.  If  retailers  must 
indulge  in  this  practice,  it  would  be  better  if  they  chose  a  secluded 
thoroughfare,  rather  than  one  of  the  main  streets,  in  wliich  the^^ 
are  so  often  to  be  seen. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULATIONS, 

1912  AND  1917. 

Report  for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December, 

1920. 


1. — Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

Number  in  which  preserva- 

Number  of  samples 

tive  was  reported  to  be 

examined  for  the 

present,  and  percentage  of 

presence  of  a 

preservative  found  in  each 

preservative. 

sample. 

Milk  . 

44 

None 

Cream  .  . 

None 

None 

2. —  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  the  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct. 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  — 

(ii.)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  — 

Total  ...  — 


(hi.)  Percentage  of  preservative  found  in 

each  sample  ...  ...  — 

Percentage  stated  on  statutory  label ...  — 

ip)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 
cream. 

(i.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  — 

(ii.)  Below  53  per  ceift.  ...  ...  — 

Total  ...  — 
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(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as 
to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (1)  and 
the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been  ob¬ 
served. —  Nil. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken.— Af/, 

3.  —  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 
cream  or  to  preserved  cream. —  Nil. 

4.  —  Other  observations  (if  any). —  Nil. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 

Milk  is  supplied  to  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  five 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  and  the  Maternity 
Committee  decided  that  there  was  no  need  to  take  action  with 
reference  to  the  above  Order. 

Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  registered  in  the 
Borough  is  64.  These  consist  of  21  premises  where  cows  are  kept 
and  from  which  milk  is  retailed  ;  16  milkshops  from  which  milk 
is  retailed  but  no  cows  kept,  and  27  retailers  whose  premises  are 


outside  the  Borough. 

Inspections  made  in  1920  ...  ...  148 

Notices,  verbal  or  written  ...  ...  30 

Defects  referred  to  ...  ...  40 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  27 


Proceedings  before  Magistrates 


Public  Abattoir. 

The  Public  Abbatoir  continues  to  carry  out  work  of  great 
importance  from  a  public  health  point  of  view. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  past  twelve 
months  shows  some  reduction  compared  with  the  figures  of  the 
preceding  year. 
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In  the  Borough  there  is,  at  the  present  date,  only  one  private 
slaughterhouse  that  is  in  use,  a  fact  which  should  be  much  appre¬ 
ciated. 

Any  person  who  visits  the  Abattoir  and  sees  the  diseased 
conditions  that  are  discovered  must  realise  how  easy  it  may  be  for 
such  diseased  animals  to  be  passed  as  fit  by  an  inexperienced  or 
dishonest  butcher  and  consumed  by  the  public  at  no  little  danger 
to  their  health. 

The  following  table  describes  in  detail  the  diseased  conditions 
which  were  found  in  animals  which  have  been  slaughtered  : — 

Animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  ended 


31st  December,  1920  : — 

Beasts  ...  ...  ...  1925 

Calves  ...  ...  ..  2136 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  8475 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  2665 

Total  ...  15201 


The  following  casualty  carcases  were  also  brought  in  for 
inspection  and  disposal : — 

Beasts  ...  ...  >. ..  37 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  56 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  23 


Total  ...  119 


Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offals  of  15  tons,  1  cwt.,  and  26  lbs., 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Carcases. 

Offals. 

Totals  in  lbs 

Beef  ... 

21330 

5888 

27218 

V eal  ...  ...  ... 

574 

102 

676 

Mutton  and  Lamb  . . . 

2154 

880 

3034 

Pork  ... 

1610 

1200 

2810 

Totals  ... 

25668 

8070 

33738 
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No  imported  meat  was  passed  through  the  Abattoir  during 
1920. 


Particulars  of  the  Diseased  Conditions  Found. 

No.  of  Animals  affected. 

Sheep  & 


Disease. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Focalised  condition  ... 

22 

52 

Generalised 

17 

■ — 

— 

9 

Black  quarter 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Emaciated  and  Dropsical... 

5 

1 

14 

— 

Fever  and  Scour 

6 

4 

9 

1 

Sepsis 

10 

5 

7 

— 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

■ — 

• — 

Hydraemia  ... 

- — 

' — 

2 

— 

Pyaemia 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Pnetunonia  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

Carcinoma  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

Various  ...  - 

5 

— 

15 

7 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  in  1914,  January 
1920,  and  December  1920,  is  as  follows: — 


1914. 

January,  1920. 

December,  1920. 

Registered  . . . 

4 

4 

3 

Licensed 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

5 

5 

4 
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Other  Foods. 

Food  Condemned  and  Surrendered  as  Unfit  for  Human 


Consumption 

Description. 

No.  of  tins. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Ubs. 

Bacon  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

1 

20 

Beef,  tinned 

10 

— 

1 

22 

Biscuits,  tinned  ... 

1 

— 

• - 

7 

Fruit  ,, 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Herrings,  kippered 

— 

— 

1 

20 

Milk,  condensed  ... 

51 

— 

— 

— 

Salmon,  tinned  . . . 

31 

• — • 

1 

15 

Sultanas 

. . .  — 

— 

1 

22 

Tomatoes,  tinned 

...  256 

4 

1 

12 

351 

7 

2 

8 

Eggs  ...  ...  ...  75  —  —  — 

There  are  other  trades,  besides  milk,  in  which  cleanliness 
might  receive  greater  attention  than  it  does. 

The  main  streets  of  the  town  are  for  the  most  part  narrow  and 
therefore  produce  a  considerable  amount  of  dust,  consequently 
it  is  highly  undesirable  that  food  should  be  exposed  to  the  general 
atmosphere  on  stalls  abutting  on  the  pavement.  Such  foods 
include  butchers’  meat,  bacon  and  cheese,  and  can  obviously  collect 
an  appreciable  amount  of  dust. 

Some  retailers  are  very  careful  in  this  respect,  and  keep  meat 
and  other  commodities  behind  glass  windows,  but  it  is  a  pity  this 
custom  is  not  more  prevalent. 
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Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. 

During  the  year  there  were  taken  for  analysis  64  “  formal  ” 
samples  and  four  “  informal  ”  samples.  These  are  tabulated 
below  — 


Formai,  Samples. 


Nature  of  article. 

Number  of 
samples  taken. 

No.  of  samples 
adulterated. 

Butter 

10 

Nil. 

Coffee 

3 

>  J 

Flour 

1 

y  y 

Milk 

46 

1 

(low  in  fat,  cautioned 
by  M.O.H.) 

Pepper 

1 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

— 

Whiskey  ... 

1 

Two  samples  of  milk  were  broken  in  transit  to  Borough  Analyst 


Informae  Sampees. 


Nature  of  article. 

No.  of  samples 
taken. 

No.  of  samples 
adulterated. 

Butter 

1 

Nil. 

Milk 

2 

y  y 

Whiskey  ... 

1 

y  y 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  cases  notified 
under  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  was  156,  and  in  the 
table  below  these  notifications  are  tabulated  in  monthly  periods  : — 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  it20. 


Month. 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever. 

1  Diphtheria. 

1 

Dysentry. 

* 

*1^  cJ 
o 

H  Sd 

r{  in 

is 

a  y 

1  Erysipelas. 

1 

Malaria. 

Opthalmia 

Neonatonm. 

Poliomyelitis. 

1 

Polio-  1 

Encephalitis.  | 

Pneumonia. 

1  Puerperal. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

Typhoid  Fever. 

1 

j  Trench  Fever. 

Jan. 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

- - 

— 

1 

2 

4 

- - 

— 

Feb. 

— 

5 

— - 

— 

4 

— - 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

—  ' 

1 

- - 

— 

March  ... 

- — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

8 

— 

2 

— 

- - 

April 

— • 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

o 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

May 

— - 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

June 

— 

5 

July  ... 

— 

10 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sept. 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Oct. 

— ■ 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Nov.  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

12 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Dec. 

- — - 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

— 

38 

i 

1  5 

— 

13 

3 

16 

1 

— 

53 

4 

22 

1 

- - 

The  death  rates  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  are 
represented  in  the  following  table,  along  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales,  etc.,  per  1,000  of  population  : — 


Enteric 

Small¬ 

Scarlet  Whooning 

Diph¬ 

Influ¬ 

Fever. 

pox. 

Measles. 

Fever. 

Cough. 

theria. 

enza. 

England  &  Wales  0.01 

0.00 

0.19 

0.04 

0.11 

0.15 

0.28 

96  Great  Towns  0.01 

0.00 

0.22 

0.04 

0.14 

0.16 

0.31 

148  vSmaller  Towns  0.02 

0.00 

0.19 

0.03 

0.10 

0.14 

0.27 

Shrewsbury  ...  0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

0.00 

0.12 

0.03 

0.41 

It  will  be  noticed  that  measles  and  whooping  cough  both  have 
comparatively  high  death  rates  ;  a  striking  fact,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  not  compulsorily  notifiable,  and  are  regarded  by  the  general 
public  as  mild  complaints. 
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Several  diseases  are  now  notifiable  which  were  not  so  before 
the  war,  viz.  :  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  and  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Encephalitis  Eethargica,  Acute  Polio-encephali¬ 
tis,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  P'ever  ;  it  is  evident,  therefore, 
from  an  examination  of  the  table  of  notifications  for  the  last  ten 
years  that  the  Borough  has  been  very  free  from  infectious  diseases 
during  the  past  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  from  the 
various  infectious  diseases  compared  with  the  numbers  for  the 
previous  ten  years  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified^  1910-1920. 


1910  1911  1912  1913  1914  1915  1916  1917  1918  1919 

1920 

Small  Pox 

•  «  • 

•  «  * 

•  •  « 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  »  • 

•  •  « 

Diphtheria  and 
Membran  .Croup 

Us 

SO 

43 

110 

58 

62 

105  45 

71 

26 

38 

Erysipelas 

16 

13 

10 

9 

16 

16 

6  9 

15 

7 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

65 

156 

20 

85 

63 

54 

83  54 

28 

26 

22 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1  — 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  1  1  1  6  —  1  —  —  —  2  4 

Ophthal.  Neon.  —  —  1  1  5  10  5  64  8  16 

Poliomyelitis  —  —  —  —  —  —  3  1  —  4  1 

^Pneumonia  *  —  —  —  —  —  — ■  —  —  —  120  53 

^Measles  —  —  —  —  —  ■ —  31  502  454  405  — 

*German  Measles  —  —  —  —  —  —  271 99  29  43  — 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever  —  —  —  —  —  1  1  —  1  3  — 

^Encephalitis 

Eethargica  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — . 

aPolio -Encephalitis —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

^Malaria  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  47  3 

(^Dysentery  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  2  5 

^Trench  Fever  - —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Totals  12  8  200  75  213  144  145  2  62  816  602  696  156 

a  Became  a  compulsorily  notifiable  disease,  1919. 

^  ,,  y,  ,,  1915. 

*  Compulsory  notification  rescinded,  1919. 
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Diphtheria. 

Death  Rate  :  England  and  Wales 


0.15 

0.16 

0.14 

0.03 


96  Great  Towns 
148  Smaller  Towns 

Shrewsbury 


Deaths  during  1920 
Notifications  received 


1 

38 


The  cases  occurring  during  the  past  year  were,  in  the  main> 
of  a  mild  nature. 

The  38  cases  include  a  number  of  boys  who  were  removed  from 
one  of  the  boarding  schools  in  the  Borough.  In  this  school,  a 
child  was  taken  ill  and  was  allowed  to  proceed  home  before  it  was 
discovered  that  he  was  suffering  from  diphtheria. 

The  epidemic  in  the  school  probably  originated  from  a  boy 
who  had  had  measles,  followed  by  ear  discharge  and  profuse  nasal 
catarrh.  There  had  recently  been  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the 
school,  and  as  several  of  the  boys  were  slightly  indisposed,  it  was 
naturally  presumed  that  they  were  not  yet  convalescent  from 
measles. 

The  whole  school  was  systematically  swabbed,  and  it  was  found 
that  several  of  the  pupils  were  carriers  or  had  diphtheria  in  a  mild 
form. 

All  the  boys  from  whom  positive  swabs  had  been  obtained 
— whether  they  were  ill  or  not — were  removed  to  hospital,  with  the 
result  that  the  outbreak  was  quickly  subdued. 

Two  cases  in  separate  houses  in  the  town  were  ascertained  to 
have  been  caused  by  a  child  who  had  been  discharged  three  months 
previously  from  one  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylum  Board's  hospitals. 
It  was  found  that  the  two  cases  which  originated  in  the  Borough 
had  both  been  in  contact  with  this  child,  who  was  accordingly 
swabbed  and  found  to  be  a  carrier  ;  she  was  admitted  to  the  Borough 
Hospital  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  was  found  free  from 
diphtheria  bacilli. 

One  death  only,  during  the  past  year,  is  attributed  to  diph¬ 
theria,  which  was  situated  in  the  larynx  ;  this  child  was  moribund 
on  admission  to  the  Hospital. 
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The  following  complications  occurred  among  the  patients  at 
the  hospital ; — 


Cardiac  paralysis 

9 

Enlarged  glands 

8 

Rhinitis 

7 

Paralysis  of  legs 

1 

Otorrhoea 

2 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Death  Rate  :  England  and  Wales 

0.04 

96  Great  Towns 

0.04 

148  Smaller  Towns 

0.03 

Shrewsbury 

0.00 

Deaths  during  1920 

— 

Notifications  received 

22 

Most  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  1920  were  of  a 
very  mild  type,  and  in  the  case  of  several  of  the  patients  the  rash 
was  so  slight  that  it  might  easily  have  been  overlooked. 

Among  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  admitted  to  hospital,  the 
following  complications  occurred  : — 

Rhinitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Otitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  2 


Enteric  Fever. 


Death  Rate  :  England  and  Wales 

96  Great  Towns 
148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

Shrewsbury 


0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.00 


Deaths  during  1920  ...  ...  — 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  1 

The  history  obtained  in  connection  with  the  above  case  was 
very  indefinite,  but  it  appeared  that  the  patient  had  been  infected 
by  a  friend  living  outside  the  Borough  who  had  probably  suffered 
from  enteric  in  a  mild  form  which  was  not  diagnosed  as  such. 
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Erysipelas. 

Deaths  during  1920  ...  ...  1 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  13 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Deaths  during  192G  ...  ...  1 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  1 

The  town  is  usually  very  free  from  this  disease,  and  the  increase 
is  probably  due  to  the  undesirable  housing  conditions  in  which  so 
many  women  are  now  confined. 

Influenza. 

Death  Rate:  England  and  Wales  ...  0.28 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  0.31 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  0.27 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  0.41 

Deaths  during  1920  ...  ...  13 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  influenza,  but 
sporadic  cases  have  occurred  from  time  to  time. 

Pneumonia. 

Deaths  during  1920  ...  ...  22 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  53 

Probably  the  majority  of  the  above  deaths  are  attributable, 
so  far  as  adults  are  concerned,  to  influenza. 


40 


Malaria. 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  d 

The  above  cases  were  ex-Service  men  who  had  contracted  the 
disease  on  foreign  service. 


Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever. 

Notifications  received  ;  Dysentery  ...  ...  5 

Trench  fever  ...  — 

All  the  above  cases  of  dysentery  had  been  contracted  abroad 
during  service  in  the  army.  One  case  proved  fatal. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  16 

The  above  number  is  double  the  number  reported  during 
1919,  which  implies  that  venereal  disease  is  on  the  increase. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Acute  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. 

Notifications  received  :  Poliomyelitis  ...  1 

This  is  the  only  case  notified  of  the  diseases  specified  above. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Measles  and  German  Measles. 

Deaths  during  1920  ...  ...  4 

These  diseases  are  now  no  longer  notifiable. 

Whooping  Cough. 


Deaths  during  1920  ...  ...  4 

Death  Rate:  England  and  Wales  ...  0.11 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  0.14 

148  vSmaller  Towns  ...  ...  0.10 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  0.03 
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Although  lion-notifiable,  information  is  frequently  obtained 
with  regard  to  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  visits  are  made, 
either  by  the  School  Nurse  or  the  Health  Visitors,  in  order  to  advise 
parents  or  to  nurse  the  children  in  necessitous  cases. 

Many  parents  still  fail  to  realise  that  these  are  dangerous 
diseases,  which  need  just  as  skilful  medical  attention  as  do  diph¬ 
theria  or  scarlet  fever. 

One  still  hears  of  children  suffering  from  measles  who  are 
deliberately  allowed  to  mix  with  others,  and  of  healthy  children 
who  are  allowed,  even  encouraged,  to  come  into  contact  with  cases 
in  an  infectious  state. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  during 
the  year  ; — 


All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1 — 5  years. 

5 — 15  years. 

15—25  y’rs.  | 

j  25 — 45  y’rs. 

1 

45—65  y’rs. 

65  years  , 

&  upwards. 

Private  Cases  : — 

Lungs  ... 

24 

1 

3 

6 

11 

3 

Spine  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

Joints  ... 

2 

»  •  • 

2 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Hospital  Cases  ; — 

Lungs  ... 

25 

1 

6 

10 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

Abdominal 

i 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

*  •  • 

Bones,  Joints,  &c. 

9 

. . . 

•  •  • 

5 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Glands... 

1 

— 

1 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

Larynx 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

64 

•  •  • 

2 

16 

21 

18 

6 

1 
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Notifications  received  during  1920  : — 

Form  A  (Primary  Notifications)  ...  ...  64 

Form  C  (Admissions  to  Institutions)  ...  ...  21 

Form  D  (Discharges  from  Institutions)  ...  20 

The  majority  of  the  above  admissions  and  discharges  refer 
to  cases  treated  at  Shirlett  Sanatorium. 

In  comparison  with  previous  years  these  figures  are  distinctly 
satisfactory. 

There  are  now  much  greater  facilities  for  the  examination  of 
suspected  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  many 
early  cases  are  now  notified  which  would  have  been  overlooked 
ten  years  ago. 

The  table  below  gives,  in  summary  form,  the  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  of  all  kinds  visited,  receiving  treatment. 


etc.  : — 

Total  cases  on  books  ...  ...  209 

Cases  notified  during  1920  ...  64 

Visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  822 

Notified  cases  dying  in  1920  ...  15 

Notified  in  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920 

Number  113  3  7 


Cases  who  have  left  the  Borough  ...  10 

Treated  at  County  Sanatorium,  Shirlett  29 

„  Other  Sanatoria  (including 

Baschurch)  ...  15 

,,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  ...  5 

,,  Council’s  Shelters  ...  4 

,,  Private  Shelters  ...  1 

,,  Shelters  provided  by  the 

Insurance  Committee  6 

,,  Shelters  provided  by  the 

Care  Committee  ...  1 
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In  the  following  table  the  phthisis  death-rate  is  compared  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales  in  quinquennial  periods. 

vShrewsbury  Death-rate  Death-rate  England  & 
Year.  Phthisis  deaths,  per  1,000  living.  Wales  per  1,000  living. 


1881 

41 

1882 

49 

1883 

51 

1.18 

1.83 

1884 

39 

1885 

61 

1886 

39 

1887 

40 

1888 

60 

1.79 

1.63 

1889 

38 

1890 

63 

1891 

64  < 

1892 

34 

1893 

57 

^  1.83 

1.46 

1894 

52 

( 

1895 

41 

X896 

52^ 

1897 

36 

1898 

38 

1.44 

1.32 

1899 

29 

1900 

41 

} 

1901 

34' 

1902 

39 

1903 

44 

>  1.38 

1.22 

1904 

50 

1905 

33 

) 

1906 

32^ 

1907 

30 

1908 

37 

>  1.08 

1.10 

1909 

33 

1910 

27 

y 

1911 

38^ 

1912 

32 

1913 

23 

1.09 

1914 

34 

1915 

34. 

1916 

31 

1.12 

1.17 

1917 

29 

1.06 

1.25 

1918 

27 

0.97 

^0.89  1.34 

1919 

26 

0.70 

0.99 

1920 

18 

0.58  > 
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The  Public  Health  Department  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  of  the  County  Council, — to  whom  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  indebted  greatly — especially  in  connection  with 
the  examination  of  school  children,  who  frequently  come  under 
suspicion  at  the  School  Clinic  and  are  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  in  suitable  cases. 

Miss  Jesper,  one  of  the  Health  Visitors,  who  gives  one-third  of 
her  time  to  tuberculosis  cases  in  the  Borough,  is  fully  occupied  with 
these  duties. 

During  the  year  she  has  made  822  visits,  when  she  gave  suitable 
advice  and  also  paid  attention  to  matters  of  housing  and  sanitation. 
When  these  are  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  she  reports  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  arranges  for  prompt  action  to  be  taken. 

Four  shelters  are  provided  by  the  Borough  Council  for  tuber- 
culuos  patients,  and  there  is  a  demand  for  a  further  number. 

These  shelters  are  placed,  whenever  possible,  in  a  garden  or 
other  open  spot,  and  the  occupant  is  persuaded  to  lead,  as  far  as 
possible,  an  open-air  life. 

After  a  death  from  phthisis,  the  house  is  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  thorough  cleansing  and  disinfection  is  carried  out 
under  his  directions. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diarrhoea. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  This 
gives  a  death  rate  from  diarrhoea  of  persons  under  two  years  of  age 
of  12.03  per  1,000  births. 


England  and  Wales 

Diarrhoea  death-rate 
per  1 ,000  births. 
08.3 

96  Great  Towns 

10.4 

148  Smaller  Towns 

07.8 

Shrewsbury 

12.03 

Deaths  (under  2  years)  during 

1920  9 

The  above  figure  of  12.03  ought  to  be  much  reduced. 
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There  are  very  few  infants  in  the  homes  of  the  working  classes 
who  live  in  anything  like  suitable  surroundings.  Until  the  housing 
conditions  are  markedly  improved  there  can  be  no  appreciable 
reduction  in  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea.  In  fact,  it  is  likely  that 
during  a  hot  summer  the  figure  may  become  much  higher. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea 
occurring  in  each  year  and  the  death-rates  per  1,000  persons  living 
since  1897  : — 


Death-rate 

Year.  Number  of  deaths.  per  1,000  living. 


1897 

9 

0.32 

1898 

23 

0.81 

1899 

9 

0.31 

1900 

15 

0.52 

1901 

13 

0.45 

1902 

9 

0.31 

1903 

12 

0.41 

1904 

29 

1.00 

1905 

20 

0.68 

1906 

14 

0.47 

1907 

21 

0.71 

1908 

13 

0.43 

1909 

9 

0.30 

1910 

4 

0.13 

1911 

22 

0.74 

1912 

3 

0.10 

1913 

11 

0.37 

1914 

11 

0.37 

1915 

9 

0.30 

1916 

2 

0.07 

1917 

3 

0.11 

1918 

— 

0.00 

1919 

2 

0.07 

1920 

9 

0.28 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  which  was  initiated  by 
the  Shrewsbury  School  for  Mothers  Committee,  was  handed  over 
to  the  Borough  Council  and  developed  in  1918,  in  accordance  with 
the  Maternity  Sc  Child  Welfare  Act  of  1918. 

The  scheme  approved  by  the  Committee  has  led  to  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  of  work  in  the  Public  Health  Department,  with  very 
satisfactory  results. 

The  Committee  meets  whenever  occasion  requires  and  considers 
all  details  in  connection  with  the  scheme  in  regard  to  extent  and 
administration. 

The  Welfare  Centre  is  open  on  two  afternoons  of  every  week, 
viz.,  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays,  and  all  mothers  are  invited  to 
attend,  together  with  any  children  up  to  five  years  of  age.  Expect¬ 
ant  mothers  are  also  welcome. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  Medical  Superintendent 
under  the  scheme,  is  in  attendance  and  gives  medical  advice  when¬ 
ever  necessary  and  assists  the  mothers  to  obtain  any  necessities 
such  as  milk  and  milk  foods. 

The  three  Health  Visitors  assist  in  turn  at  these  Clinics,  and  by 
this  means  come  into  intimate  contact  with  the  mothers  and  their 
children,  whom  they  also  visit  in  their  homes. 

All  newly-born  infants  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  midwife  or  doctor  ceases  to  be  in  attendance  ;  and  older  children 
are  visited  frequently,  according  to  stress  of  work  in  the  department. 

The  mothers  are  encouraged  to  come,  with  their  children,  to 
the  clinics,  which  have  now  become  extremely  popular. 

The  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors  to  infants,  and  the  nature  of 
these  visits,  is  appended  in  the  following  table. 
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Visits  to  Infants,  1920. 


Ante- 

Natal 

Visits. 

First 

Visits. 

Return 

Visits. 

Death 

Enquiries 

still-birth 

Enquiries 

Home 

Nursing 

Child 

Welfare. 

Totals. 

J  anuary 

27 

77 

126 

11 

3 

322 

18 

584 

February 

59 

80 

131 

6 

5 

33 

10 

324 

March 

43 

77 

151 

3 

1 

62 

6 

343 

April 

38 

70 

501 

9 

1 

119 

4 

742 

May 

19 

66 

319 

9 

2 

33 

26 

474 

June 

17 

40 

283 

1 

1 

30 

32 

404 

July 

42 

69 

492 

2 

7 

8 

63 

683 

August  . . . 

10 

47 

140 

1 

— 

4 

12 

214 

September 

3 

30 

74 

1 

— 

6 

24 

138 

October 

42 

70 

281 

6 

2 

33 

88 

522 

November 

29 

57 

219 

1 

2 

64 

26 

398 

December 

19 

58 

176 

— 

— 

27 

20 

300 

Total  ... 

348 

741 

2893 

50 

24 

741 

329 

4778 

The  method  of  feeding  of  infants,  as  ascertained  at  the  first 
visits,  is  indicated  below  — 

Infants  Born  in  1920 — 776. 


Breast  & 

Bottle 

Artificial 

Not 

Breast. 

Bottle. 

Fed. 

Food. 

Investigated. 

339 

29 

57 

36 

63+5  not  fed. 
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Some  of  the  children  who  were  breast  fed  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  visit  had  a  change  of  feeding  later  and  the  number  and 
length  of  time  breast  fed  were  as  follows  : — 


Total 

Children 

observed. 

2 

weeks. 

3 

weeks. 

4 

weeks. 

weeks. 

2 

months. 

i 

4  !  5 

months,  months. 

6  month 
&  over. 

563 

19 

6 

50 

7 

108 

102  '  3 

1 

i 

268 

Enquiries  were  made  with  regard  to  47  infant  deaths  and  the 
method  of  feeding  of  these  children  is  here  indicated  : — 


Breast. 

Bottle. 

Artificial 

Food. 

Artificial 
Food  & 
Breast. 

Not 

Fed. 

Not  yet 
ascertain¬ 
ed. 

Total. 

Born  in  1919 

6 

2 

1 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Born  in  1920 

21 

5 

3 

5 

3 

1 

38 

Totals 

27 

5 

5 

G 

3 

1 
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In  addition  to  the  before-mentioned  clinics,  mothers  or  infants 
under  five  who  need  dental  treatment  may,  by  arrangement,  be 
seen  and  treated  on  Monday  afternoons  by  Mr.  Owen,  E.D.S.,  who 
is  also  School  Dentist. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  clinics  is  very  comprehensive. 
Special  attention  is  given  to  the  feeding  of  infants,  which  in  many 
cases  is  faulty.  Breast  feeding  is  encouraged  as  far  as  possible. 

In  this  town  most  mothers  appear  anxious  to  nurse  their  own 
infants  ;  but  unfortunately  the  latter  are  often  fed  irregularly, 
or  the  feeding  is  continued  up  to  the  age  of  twelve,  and  often 
eighteen  months.  Except  in  connection  with  this  matter  the 
mothers  are  anxious  to  adopt  the  advice  given  to  them  at  the  Centre 
and  generally  appear  to  be  very  grateful. 
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When  infants  are  artificially  fed  it  is  usually  because  the 
mothers  are  convinced  that  the  children  are  not  progressing  satis¬ 
factorily,  and  try  one,  or  several  different  articles  of  diet ;  the 
results  are  often  disastrous,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  show  the 
mother  the  dangers  of  this  practice. 

It  is  certainly  a  fact  that  most  infants  who  have  been  taken  off 
the  breast  could  have  continued  to  be  fed  by  this  means  with  a  little 
patience  on  the  part  of  the  mother. 

Milk  and  other  foods  are  distributed  at  the  Centre  in  certain 
circumstances. 

In  the  past  cow’s  milk  of  good  quality  has  been  obtained  with  a 
certain  amount  of  difficulty  in  this  town.  Many  retail  milkmen 
deliver  milk  only  once  daily,  with  the  result  that  milk  taken  in  the 
morning  is  very  often  sour  by  the  evening  ;  at  any  rate,  in  many  of 
the  houses  of  the  working  classes. 

The  scheme  originated  by  Dr.  Fenton  (the  late  M.O.H.)  was 
intended  to  deal  with  this  difficulty,  and  also  to  supply  milk  to 
mothers  and  children  in  necessitous  circumstances. 

Cow’s  milk  produced  at  the  Corporation  Sewerage  Farm  is 
delivered  daily  to  the  Health  Department  at  74  Wyle  Cop,  soon  after 
eight  o’clock  each  morning  and  is  received  by  those  for  whom  it  has 
been  prescribed,  after  careful  investigation. 

Many  of  the  ratepayers  seem  to  think  that  the  milk  is  given  away 
to  those  who  come  and  ask  for  it,  without  any  enquiry  into  the  family 
circumstances.  Such  is  not  the  case.  The  Health  Visitor  of  the 
district  concerned  first  investigates  the  case  and  then  reports  on  a 
special  form  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  may  or  may  not 
sanction  the  provision  of  milk. 

The  scale  of  charges  has  been  modified  during  the  last  twelve 
months  in  order  to  simplify  and  minimise  the  work  which  is  entailed. 

The  scale  at  present  is  as  follows  :  The  net  income  per  head  is 
arrived  at  by  taking  the  gross  income  of  the  family,  deducting  fixed 
expenses  such  as  rent  and  rates,  and  from  the  remainder  calculating 
the  average  income  per  head. 

In  this  scheme  an  expectant  mother  during  the  last  three 
months  of  pregnancy  counts  as  two  persons, 
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When  the  net  income  is  less  than  7/6  per  head  per  week  the 
milk  or  other  food  is  (or  may  be)  provided  free. 

When  the  net  income  is  between  7/6  and  10/-  per  head  per 
week,  the  charge  for  milk,  etc.,  is  half  the  cost  price,  and  when  the 
net  income  is  more  than  10/-  full  cost  price  is  charged. 

Under  the  last  head  are  included  a  number  of  mothers  who 
find  it  difficult  to  obtain  good  milk  for  their  children,  and  who 
would  otherwise  have  to  feed  them  on  dried  milk  or  some  patent 
food. 

The  results  of  the  provision  of  milk  from  the  Corporation  Farm 
have  been  very  satisfactory,  in  many  cases  wonderful.  Children 
who  have  failed  to  develop  for  weeks  or  months  and  have  been 
brought  to  the  Chnic  as  puny  specimens  have  suddenly  commenced 
to  progress  and  finally  grown  into  healthy,  lusty  infants. 

It  is  true  that  the  expenditure  incurred  has  much  exceeded  the 
estimates  for  the  year,  but  a  large  amount  of  this  money  is  repaid 
into  the  ratepayers’  pockets,  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Total  cost  of  food.  Charge  made  according  Actual  amount 

etc.,  supplied.  to  scale.  received. 

£1,450  15s.  9d.  £594  5s.  6d.  £598  9s.  8d. 

In  any  case,  the  results  obtained  amply  justify  this  expenditure. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  one  of  the  lowest  on  record,  being 
65.5,  while  that  of  England  and  Wales  is  80.0  per  1,000  births. 
Having  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  which  exist 
in  the  town  and  affect  so  many  infants,  this  result  is  very  gratifying. 
Moreover,  in  the  long  run,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  a  few 
pounds  expended  now  will  probabty  save  the  expenditure  of  many 
pounds  which  would  be  required  to  be  spent  on  a  cripple  or  unhealthy 
child  during  its  school  career. 

An  analysis  of  the  infantile  deaths  for  the  year  is  interesting 
and  instructive.  It  is  obvious  that  there  are  many  deaths  which 
should  be  preventable,  such  as  those  due  to  premature  birth, 
debility,  convulsions  and  diarrhoea. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  with  the  education  of  the  public  and  the 
continuance  of  the  assistance  now  given  to  suitable  cases,  the 
infantile  mortahty  rate  of  this  town  will  steadily  decrease. 
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Other  matters  dealt  with  at  the  Clinic  include  the  provision 
of  Home  Helps  and  Foster  Mothers  ;  recommends  ”  for  the 
Bye,  Bar  and  Throat  Hospital ;  treatment  for  children  at  con¬ 
valescent  homes  and  also  at  special  institutions  such  as  the  Shrop¬ 
shire  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

All  expenditure  in  this  connection  is  brought  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  sanction  ;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  a  grant 
is  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  all  such  expenditure 
which  is  approved  by  them. 

Maternity  Home. 

The  most  unfortunate  aspect  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme  is  in  connection  with  the  confinements  of  women  in 
the  town. 

An  agreement  that  was  made  between  the  Shrewsbury  Victoria 
Nursing  Association,  the  Salop  County  Council,  and  the  Shrewsbury 
Borough  Council  unfortunately  fell  through  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year. 

The  Nursing  Association  decided  that  it  was  impossible  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  order 
to  provide  a  maternity  home  containing  six  beds,  two  of  which 
would  be  available  to  the  Borough  and  two  to  the  County. 

As  no  arrangement  satisfactory  to  the  County  and  Borough 
Councils  could  be  arrived  at,  they  decided  to  apply  for  the  return  of 
the  money  granted  to  the  Victoria  Nursing  Association,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  agreement. 

The  Association  has  been  able  to  comph^  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  in  so  far  as  three  beds  are  concerned,  but  these  are 
insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  Borough  and  County  Councils. 

At  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  overcrowding  which  prevails 
in  the  town,  women  are  being  confined  amid  extremely  unhealthy 
conditions. 

Bvery  effort  is  made  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  to  deal  with  those  so  situated,  but  it  is  a  task  of  great  diffi¬ 
culty.  Attempts  to  obtain  maternity  beds  in  other  institutions 
have  been  made,  but  without  result. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  another  scheme  will  soon 
be  considered  and  rapidly  matured, 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  staff  consists  of  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  an  Assistant 
Inspector  and  three  Health  Visitors.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
is  also  Inspector  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Shops  Acts  and  Canal 
Boats  Acts. 

The  first  two  share  the  duties  which  are  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  various  Public  Health  Acts,  and  arrange  their  work  according 
to  circumstances. 

One  or  other  of  the  Inspectors  removes  all  male  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  to  the  hospital  ;  female  cases  are  removed  by  one  of 
the  nurses  from  the  institution. 

The  Health  Visitors  carry  out  the  duties  detailed  in  the  Noti¬ 
fication  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Act  of  1918. 

These  duties  include  the  supervision  of  infants  up  to  the  age 
of  five  years  and  of  mothers  who  have  been  recently  confined  or  are 
about  to  be  confined. 


Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  patients  treated  in 
the  hospital  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  deaths. 


Disease. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 
during  1920. 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

58 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

21 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

Measles 

8 

1 

Varicella 

1 

— 

Parotitis 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Scabies 

1 

- 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  results  of  isolation 
and  treatment  at  the  Hospital  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
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Four  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  Of  these,  only  two  of 
the  patients  were  resident  in  the  Borough 

There  have  been  no  return  cases  from  any  disease,  which 
indicates  that  the  precautions  adopted  before  the  discharge  of  any 
patient  are  adequate. 

In  connection  with  diphtheria,  each  patient  is  obliged  to  have 
two  negative  throat  and  nose  swabs  before  discharge,  and  each 
patient  who  has  had  scarlet  fever  must  be  free  from  all  signs  of 
acute  inflammation,  have  no  discharge  from  the  nose  or  ear,  and 
must  have  ceased  to  peel,  except,  possibly,  on  the  feet ;  the  peeling 
in  this  situation  is  not  now  regarded  as  being  of  any  consequence. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  expenditure  during  each 
year,  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  the  cost  of  food  since  1912  : — 


Year. 

Patients 

Treated. 

Total 

Expenditure 
during  year. 

Cost  of 
maintenance 
per  patient 
per  day. 

Cost  of  Food 
for  Patients 
and  Staff  per 
head  per  day. 

1912 

52 

i  s.  d. 
880  13  9 

8/1 

lljd. 

1913 

180 

1221  18  3 

3/8 

8d. 

1914 

105 

1007  2  7 

4/10 

9Jd. 

1915 

125 

1084  19  3 

4/9i 

lOd. 

1916 

175 

1039  3  9 

4/1 

8fd. 

1917 

100 

1353  10  0 

7/1 

1/4 

1918 

112 

1384  8  4 

7/7 

l/5i 

1919 

73 

1632  IJ  3 

14/9  J 

2/2J 

1920 

92 

1645  17  5 

ll/9i 

2/1 J 

Average  for  9  years  ... 

7/4i 

I/2i 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  in  connexion 
with  the  Isolation  Hospital,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Borough 
Accomitant : — 


£ 

S. 

d. 

Salaries  and  Wages  of  Staff 

527 

16 

11 

Medical  Attendance  ... 

25 

14 

6 

Groceries  ... 

228 

0 

5 

Bread 

30 

12 

7 

Fish 

36 

16 

10 

Butcher’s  Meat 

95 

8 

11 

Milk,  Butter  and  Eggs 

170 

18. 

0 

Drugs  and  Disinfectants 

47 

18 

9 

Fuel,  Fight  and  Water 

174 

13 

1 

Maintenance  of  Electric  Engine  . . . 

95 

7 

3 

Rates,  Taxes  and  Insurance 

65 

15 

8 

Removal  of  Patients  and  Cab  Fares 

19 

3 

0 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 

183 

8 

1 

Telephone  Rental 

15 

11 

8 

Garden  Seeds,  Tools,  Manure,  etc. 

25 

10 

4 

Furniture,  Bed  Fiuen  and  Sundries 

158 

12 

3 

Ironmongery,  Crockery,  etc. 

46 

4 

4 

Special  Nurses 

0 

0 

0 

Year’s  Rent  of  vSanatorium 

40 

0 

0 

Matron’s  petty  cash  payments 

13 

6 

8 

New  Wards 

0 

0 

0 

Printing  and  Stationery 

12 

19 

4 

2013 

18 

7 

Amount  received  for  nursing  cases 

coming  from  outside  the  Borough 

368 

1 

2 

Total  outlay  in  connexion  with  the 

• 

Hospital  for  the  year  1920 

^1645 

17 

5 
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Future  Isolation  Hospital  Provision. 

It  has  been  recognised  for  many  years  that  there  is  insufficient 
accommodation  for  infectious  cases  in  the  Borough. 

The  existing  wards  at  Monkmoor  Sanatorium  are  too  small, 
badly  arranged,  and  insufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated. 

Mainly  through  luck,  and  the  skill  of  the  nursing  staff,  the 
hospital  has  been  administered  satisfactorily  for  some  years. 
Should,  however,  a  considerable  epidemic  occur  in  the  Borough, 
great  difficulties  might  be  experienced  in  coping  with  it. 

The  wards  have,  on  several  occasions,  been  overcrowded,  a 
fact  of  anxiety  to  the  Medical  Superintendent,  and  which  has  met 
with  the  disapproval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Various  schemes  have  been  brought  forward  in  regard  to  the 
extension  of  the  existing  hospital,  or  to  the  provision  of  a  new  block. 
During  the  year  these  schemes  have  been  superseded  by  another, 
which  originated  in  the  minds  of  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  Fenton,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Mr.  Alderman  Adams. 

During  the  war,  several  substantially  built  “  huts  were 
constructed  for  the  purposes  of  a  women's  hostel  in  connection  with 
the  aerodrome  at  Monkmoor.  These  huts  are  situated  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road  to  the  existing  Isolation  Hospital,  and  very  nearly 
opposite  to  it.  The  buildings  are  of  a  permanent  nature,  having 
brick  walls  and  concrete  floors,  and  are  provided  with  substantial 
drains  connected  with  the  sewer,  and  also  with  electric  light. 

The  huts  are  on  one  floor  and  connected  throughout  by  a 
corridor. 

It  was  realised  that  this  block  of  buildings,  if  suitably  adapted, 
would  provide  a  very  serviceable  isolation  hospital,  and  negotia¬ 
tions  were  accordingly  entered  into  and  the  buildings  with  5.868 
acres  of  land  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  ;^3,026  I4s.  8d. 

This  scheme  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  whom  a  Provisional  Order  has  been  applied  for. 

Several  alterations  will  be  needed  in  connection  with  these 
buildings,  and  eventually  some  new  editions  will  be  required.  The 
cost  of  the  whole  undertaking,  however,  will  be  many  thousands  of 
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pounds  less  than  would  be  necessary  to  build  a  new  hospital  in  the 
present  difficult  circumstances  in  connection  with  building. 

This  hospital  is  expected  to  be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury  and  the  Atcham  R.D.C.  for  many  3^ears 
to  come. 

Adoptive  and  Other  Acts. — There  are  no  local  Acts  dealing 
with  public  health  matters.  The  Public  Health  Acts  adopted  by 
the  Council  are  as  follows  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 

Bacteriological  Work. 

The  bacteriological  work  in  connection  with  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  is  carried  out  in  the  laboratory  situated  in  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  here  also  are  conducted  other  minor 
bacteriological  investigations  at  the  request  of  local  medical 
practitioners. 

This  laboratory  appears  to  be  of  considerable  use  in  the  Borough, 
especially  in  connection  with  diphtheria,  as  a  definite  bacteriological 
result  can  be  obtained  several  hours  earlier  than  would  be  possible 
if  the  specimens  were  sent  by  post  to  Birmingham  University  or 
some  other  distant  laboratory. 

The  nature  of  the  bacteriological  work  performed  during  the 
year  is  indicated  in  the  following  tables. 

The  undermentioned  specimens  from  the  Borough  were  examin¬ 
ed,  with  the  results  shown,  at  the  Birmingham  University  : — 


POvSitive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Discharges  for  bacillus  diphtheriae 

4 

24 

28 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacillus 

29 

80 

109 

Widahs  reaction  for  enteric  fever 
Widal's  reaction  for  para-typhoid 

— 

2 

2 

fever 

— 

4 

4 

Totals  — 

33 

no 

143 
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The  following  specimens  were  examined  in  the  Borough 
Laboratory  : — 


Swabs  taken  from  school  children 
for  bacillus  diphtheriae 
Swabs  from  diphtheria  patients 
at  the  Sanatorium 
Swabs  taken  from  other  cases  ... 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

5 

73 

78 

159 

613 

772 

26 

270 

296 

Totals  ...  190  956  1146 


In  the  case  of  specimens  sent  to  Birmingham  University 
special  receptacles  are  provided  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  also  pays  the  cost  of  these  examinations. 

A  report  is  sent  by  the  Birmingham  University  in  duplicate, 
one  to  the  doctor  who  sent  the  specimen  and  another  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned. 


Disinfection. 

Bor  many  years  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  there  is  need  for  a 
steam  disinfector  in  the  Borough,  but  until  recently  no  action  had 
been  taken,  when  an  exceptional  opportunity  occurred  to  obtain  a 
second-hand  machine  at  a  nominal  figure.  This  disinfector  had 
been  installed^  during  the  war,  at  Park  Hall  Military  Hospital, 
Oswestry,  and  it  was  purchased  by  the  Borough  Council  for  £100. 

The  disinf actor  is  a  ‘‘  Thresh  "  in  very  good  condition.  It  has 
been  removed  to  the  present  Isolation  Hospital,  and  it  is  hoped  in 
the  near  future  to  instal  the  machine  on  a  site  which  has  recently 
been  purchased  by  the  Borough  and  the  Atcham  Rural  District 
Councils  in  connection  with  the  proposed  extension  of  the  existing 
Isolation  Hospital. 

In  this  situation  it  will  be  possible  to  utilise  the  disinfector  for 
the  needs  of  the  Borough  and  also  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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HOUSING. 

The  housing  remains  as  in  1919 — a  great  problem. 

Of  the  two  schemes  which  were  submitted  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919,  and 
which  were  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  only  one,  viz.,  that 
of  Tongden  Road,  has  so  far  materialised  to  any  extent. 

When  building  operations  were  commenced  it  was  hoped  that 
the  164  houses  would  be  completed  by  December,  1920  ;  instead  of 
this  number,  however,  only  28  have  been  completed  and  occupied. 

Those  responsible  for  the  building  operations  have  experienced 
many  difficulties,  especially  in  connection  with  the  provision  of 
building  materials  and  of  workmen.  For  a  time  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain  bricklayers,  but  eventually  a  satisfactory  number  of  these 
were  acquired ;  still  later,  plasterers  were  the  workmen  most 
needed. 

The  Coton  Hill  Scheme  has  experienced  great  vicissitudes.  Of 
the  196  houses  provided  for  there  is  at  the  present  moment  not 
one  that  is  completed. 

It  was  felt  by  many  members  of  the  Council  that  it  was  advis¬ 
able  to  finish  the  Fongden  Road  buildings  before  embarking  on  a 
similar  undertaking  at  Coton  Hill ;  this  feeling,  in  conjunction  with 
the  present  high  cost  of  building,  has  been  sufficient  to  delay  any 
effectual  building  operations  on  the  Coton  Hill  site. 

In  the  meantime  the  demand  for  houses  is  steadily  increasing. 

There  have  been  350  applicants  to  the  end  of  1920,  and  there 
are  many  others  needing  houses,  who  for  various  reasons,  mainly 
of  an  economic  nature,  are  unwilling  to  apply  for  either  Longden 
Road  or  Coton  Hill  houses. 

Overcrowding  prevails  extensively,  to  the  great  disadvantage 
of  public  health  and  morality.  There  are  living  in  small  cottages, 
intended  for  one  family,  as  many  as  three  families.  It  is  obvious 
that  in  such  circumstances  proper  arrangements  cannot  be  made  for 
the  separation  of  the  sexes,  nor  for  ventilation. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  constantl}^  receiving  appli¬ 
cations  from  individuals  of  all  classes  who  ask  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  obtain  more  suitable  accommodation  ;  very 
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little  can  be  done  to  help  these  people,  but  in  several  instances 

* 

recommendations  have  been  made  to  the  Housing  Committee  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  certain  families  should  receive 
early  attention  in  the  allotment  of  houses. 

‘  The  Committee  has  realised  that  housing  is  primarily  a  public 
health  matter,  and  has  given  preference  to  those  with  large  families 
and  especially  where  there  are  young  children. 

It  was  originally  decided  to  adopt  the  following  scheme  with 
regard  to  the  selection  of  applicants  for  the  houses,  but  it  has  been 
found  necessary,  in  some  cases,  to  modify  this  scheme. 

A— Ex-Service  Men  and  War  Widows. 

1.  — Foreign  Service  Men  and  Widows  of  Foreign  Service  Men 
whose  homes  were  broken  up  on  account  of  the  war,  and/or  are  at 
present  without  houses. 

(a)  With  large  families. 

(b)  With  small  families. 

(c)  With  no  families. 

2. — Home  Service  Men  and  Widows  of  Home  Service  Men 
whose  homes  were  broken  up  on  account  of  the  war  and/or  are  at 
present  without  houses. 

(a)  With  large  families. 

(b)  With  small  families. 

(c)  With  no  families. 

3. - — Foreign  Service  Men  married  during  the  war  and  at  present 
without  houses. 

4. - — Home  Service  Men  married  during  the  war  and  at  present 
without  houses. 

B. —  Applicants  other  than  Ex-Service  Men  and  War  Widows. 

1.  — Living  in  Apartments. 

(a)  With  large  families. 

ip)  With  small  families. 

(c)  With  no  families. 

2.  — Living  in  houses  in  crowded  areas. 

(a)  With  large  families. 

(b)  With  small  families. 

(c)  With  no  families. 


In  connection  with  overcrowding,  there  is  a  matter  which  needs 
serious  consideration  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  houses,  viz.  ; 
Maternity. 

Women  are  being  confined  in  highly  undesirable  surroundings. 
The  event  often  takes  place  in  an  over-crowded  house,  where  the 
sleeping  accommodation  is  most  primitive.  Such  surroundings  are 
dangerous,  both  to  the  mother  and  the  child,  and  it  is  surprising 
that  so  many  women  and  their  children  have  made  such  good 
progress,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  which  they  have  had  to  face. 

The  houses  that  have  so  far  been  provided  have  made  very 
little  impression  on  the  overcrowding  of  the  town,  and  it  is  likely 
for  many  years  to  come  that  the  Borough  will  be  in  a  condition 
far  from  ideal  with  regard  to  housing  unless  developments  take  place 
much  more  quickly  than  they  have  done  during  the  last  twelve 
months. 


Housing  Acts  and  Regulations. 


HousK-To-HousE  Survey. 


Year. 

No.  of  houses  sur 

1911 

•  •  • 

424 

1912 

•  •  • 

479 

1913 

•  •  • 

421 

1914 

•  •  • 

385 

1915 

•  «  « 

195 

1916 

•  •  • 

79 

1917, 

1918 

...  ...  — 

1919 

•  •  • 

73 

1920 

•  •  • 

120 

2176 
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ResuIvTs  of  Inspections  during  1920. 
Houses  inspected  ...  ...  120 

Defects  Found. 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  9 

Closet  accommodation  ...  ...  61 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  79 

Fighting  and  Ventilation  ...  ...  15 

Walls,  Roofs,  Eaves  Gutters  and  Pipes  110 
Plastering,  Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings  ...  52 

Paving  of  Floors  ...  ...  69 

Paving  of  Yards  ...  ...  54 

Scullery  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  53 

Food  Stores  ...  ...  ...  69 

Outbuildings  ...  ...  ...  33 

Refuse  Receptacles  ...  ...  90 
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Particulars  of  Sanitary  Defects  dealt  with  as  a  result  of  Routine 
Inspections  or  complaints  : — 

Houses  affected. 

Closets  choked  or  otherwise  defective  ...  148 

Drains  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  126 

Defective  roofs,  walls,  eaves  gutters  and 

pipes  and  dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ...  110 

Paving  of  floors  ...  ...  ...  37 

Paving  of  yards  ...  ...  ...  29 

No  scullery  sinks  ...  ...  7 

No  proper  refuse  receptacles  ...  40 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  19 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  38 


Total  houses  affected  ...  ...  597 

Total  notices  served  re  above  ...  355 
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Special  District  Inspection  regarding  Refuse  Receptacles, 
Belle  Vue  and  Coleham  — 

Number  of  informal  notices  to  provide 

sanitary  dustbins  ...  ...  175 

Number  of  houses  affected  ...  ...  670 

Number  of  bins  supplied  as  a  result  of 

above  up  to  Dec.  30th  ...  372 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 
1.— GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population 

...  31,268 

(2)  General  death-rate 

11.3 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

0.77 

^4)  Infantile  mortality 

65.5 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

6942 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

5604 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

33 

2.- UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


I. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 


•  •  • 


597 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  120 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  tho  e 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  597 


II.—Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  of  the 
lyocal  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  430 


III, — Action  under  Statutary  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  21 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit — 


8 


[a)  by  owners 

ip)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


13 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ... 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied — 

[a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  18 

{h)  by  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

f 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Deiuolition  Orders 
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3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  authority  with  a  view 
to  Improvement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  I.,  or  {b),  Part  II., 
of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area 

(2)  Acreage  ... 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 
byelaws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under 
section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the 
duties  of  each  officer. — Mr.  Speake,  the  Inspector  of  Nuis¬ 
ances,  is  Housing  Inspector  under  the  Acts,  and  carries  out 
the  inspections. 


INDEX. 


Abattoir,  Public 
Acts,  Adoptive  and  other 

Bacteriological  Work  ... 

Births, and  Birth  Rate  ... 

Canal  Boats  Acts 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Deaths 

Deaths,  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
Deaths,  Table  of  Causes  and  Ages 
Diarrhoea 
Diphtheria  ... 

Disease,  Infectious 
Disinfection... 

Drainage  and  Sewerage ... 

Dysentery  ... 

Encephalitis  Eethargica... 

Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  etc. 
Food,  Milk  Supply 
Foods,  Condemned 
Foods,  other... 

Health  Visitors,  Visits  of 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Housing 

Illegitimate  Births 
Infectious  Diseases 

,,  ,,  Notified,  Table  of 

Infant  Mortahty  Rates... 

,,  ,,  Table 

Influenza 
Inquests 


67 


Malaria 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Maternity  Home 

Measles 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919 


•  •  • 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  District 
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Offensive  Trades 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


26 

40 


Phthisis 
Pneumonia  . . . 
Poliomyelitis,  Acute 
Polio  Encephalitis 
Population  . . . 
Prosecutions. . . 
Puerperal  Fever 


41 

39 

40 
40 

7 

22 

39 


Rag  and  Flock  Act 
Rainfall 

Relief,  Poor  Raw  and  other 
Registered  Workshops  ... 
Rivers  and  Streams 
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6 

. ..  8 
...  25 
...  21 


Sale  of  Food  &  Drugs  Acts 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  (Water  Supply) 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Work 

Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District 

Scarlet  Fever 

Shops  Acts  ... 

Slaughterhouses 

Staff 

Statistical  Tables 
Statistics,  Smnmary  of... 
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21 

52 

38 

27 

32 

3 

15 
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Tables,  Statistical 
Trench  Fever 
Tuberculosis 


15 

40 

41 


Whooping  Cough 
Workshops,  Registered  ... 
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